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Climate Talks Public Outreach

•
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Climate Resolve Keep LA Cool D ay  @   
Hans en D am, 0 9 /0 7 /1 9

Redondo Beach Pier S ummer

Concert Series, 0 8 /2 4 /1 9

Tas te of Baldw in  Park, 0 8 /2 9 /1 9

Open Arts & Music Festival, 0 9 /1 5/19 Urban H iv e Market Long  Beach, 0 9 /2 8 /1 9

Climate Talks Events
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Adaptation Strategies and Actions
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Project Checklists



Project Checklists



Project Checklists



Decision Tree Tool



Project Tracking Tool



Key State Bills – Safety & Climate



NEW RESOURCE: Housing Element Parcel Tool (HELPR) 2.0



Selected Parcel Attributes in HELPR

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


Selected Environmentally Sensitive Areas

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Climate Change Action Resolution – adopted January 7, 2021



Project Website 

https://scag.ca.gov/climate-change-regional-adaptation-framework


SB 379 Guidebook



What is the SB 379 Guidebook?
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What is SB 379?



What is the timeline for complying with SB 379?



What are the statutory requirements of SB 379?



What are the options to comply with SB 379?
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How do you use the SB 379 Guidebook? 
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What is included in the guidebook?
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What is included in the guidebook?
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What is included in the guidebook?
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What is included in the guidebook?
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How are SB 379 and SB 1000 related?
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What are some examples of SB 379 compliance?



Where to access the SB 379 Guidebook

https://scag.ca.gov/climate-change-regional-adaptation-framework
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Want to learn more?

https://www.laregionalcollaborative.com/events/2021/6/30/2021-forum-adaptation


Thank You!

Questions?

adaptation@scag.ca.gov



Long Beach Climate Action & Adaptation Plan

SCAG Toolbox Tuesday – SB 379 Compliance

June 29, 2021
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✓ 52 square miles
✓ 470,000 residents, 
✓ 2nd most diverse city in the 

country
✓ Ranked on World’s most livable 

city list in 2008, 2013 & 2014
✓ 2016 ranked 10th most walkable 

US City and 10th most bike 
friendly city



Long Beach Climate Action & Adaptation Plan (CAAP) Status

• City Council confirmed the CAAP on January 5, 2021
o Confirmed GHG reduction pathway for 2030

• Staff is preparing a Subsequent Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) and anticipates bringing the CAAP forward for adoption in 
2021

• Early implementation actions underway
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A plan to:

• Reduce communitywide 
greenhouse gas emissions 
(GHG), while preparing for the 
impacts of climate change

• Improve public health, foster 
economic opportunity, & 
advance social equity

• Meet policy commitments & 
state GHG reduction mandates

• Establish a framework for 
creating or updating policies, 
programs, practices, and 
incentives to reduce the City's 
GHG footprint

• Ensure the community and 
physical assets are better 
protected from the impacts of 
climate change 

• Informed by technical studies of 
climate stressors and 
communitywide vulnerabilities

What is the CAAP?
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How?



Why do we need a CAAP?

• SB 375 (Sustainable Communities)

• AB 691 (Sea Level Rise)

• SB 1000 (Environmental Justice in Local Land Use Planning)

• SB 379 (Climate Adaptation in Safety Elements)

• SB 100 (Carbon-free Electricity by 2045)

• AB 341 (Commercial Recycling), SB 1383 & AB 1826 (Organics 
Diversion) 

Target Year State Target Corresponding Legislation City Status

2020 1990 GHG levels by 2020 AB 32, Global Warming Solutions Act 
(2006)

California met this target 
Statewide

2030 40% below 1990 levels by 2030 SB 32, Global Warming Solutions Act 
(2006)

The CAAP is a plan for Long Beach 
to meet this target by 2030

2045 Carbon neutrality by 2045 Executive Order B-55-18 of 2018 Aspirational for Long Beach

2050 80% below 1990 levels by 2050 Executive Order S-3-05 of 2005 CAAP’s plan horizon is to 2030

Other Relevant Legislation
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Why do we need a CAAP? 

City leadership needed for city-scale mitigation, climate adaptation, & equity 
beyond what could be achieved by State emissions reduction efforts alone 

Mitigation

•Implementation occurs at both city and state level (siting EV charging stations and updating building 
codes & zoning to incentiv ize electrified buildings, for example, require local leadership)

•CAAP identifies local GHG reduction measures for implementation

Adaptation

•State emissions reduction target does not prepare Long Beach for the impacts of climate change 
that are happening today

•CAAP helps increase resilience for current and future threats (extreme heat, poor air quality, sea level 
rise, etc.)

Equity

•State emissions reduction targets do not ensure that climate issues are equitably addressed

•CAAP helps address env ironmental justice & can help steer climate finance opportunities to 
communities most impacted by climate change
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CAAP is a mitigation measure of the 
General Plan Land Use Element (LUE)

Why do we need a CAAP? 

• The General Plan Land Use Element (LUE) 
was adopted in December 2019

• GHG emissions associated with 
implementation of the LUE (e.g., citywide 
vehicle trips, electricity usage) 

• City shall adopt a CAAP within 
approximately 36 months of adoption of 
the LUE & implement CAAP reduction 
measures (MM GHG-1)
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CAAP Community Outreach (June 2018 – present)

# of Estimated Attendees 10,260

# of Sign-ins 1,395

Events 67
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Community Outreach & Engagement Approaches
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• Climate change vulnerability assessment
• Preliminary engagement strategy developed
• Equity assessment to refine engagement 

strategy
• Multi-faceted communications strategies
• Meeting people where they are
• Relationship and partnership building
• Trying different things
• Co-learning from and with community
• Iterating



Scientific Working Group with Equity Focus
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• Festivals, events in the 
Park

• Partnership with 
Latinos in Action 
o Tabling
o Raffles
o Strategizing 

with CBO staff
o Membership 

meeting
▪ Bingo
▪ Examples from

Latin America
▪ Extended Q&A 

CAAP Engagement with the Latino Community



CAAP Engagement with the Cambodian Community
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• Largest Cambodian population outside Cambodia
• Tabling at Cambodian health and neighborhood 

fairs
• Early conversations with Cambodian organizations
• Presentations at UCC business assistance 

workshops
• Cambodian New Year
• City’s Neighborhood 

Services staff member
• Khmer TV
• Videos 
• Ground-truthing 

your translation



Students & Young People  
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• Student groups
• School district
• Science classes
• Science fair
• Art
• Youth leadership initiatives



Framing the Problem

2015 Power Outage  
Downtown during Heat Wave

2017 Flooding During Intense Storm 2018 Coastal Storm
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Long Beach Climate 
Change Vulnerability 
Assessment. 
longbeach.gov/lbds/plan
ning/caap/ 



CAAP Vulnerability Assessment

Percentage of Children under Age 10

CalEnviroScreen 3.0

95-100%

10-15%

Source: OEHHA

Extreme Heat Vulnerability Social Vulnerability to Climate Change

Percentage of White Residents

N
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Ensuring Inclusion of Historical Context

59

Long Beach is very diverse, which can be a source of strength, vibrancy, and resilience. However, it 
also has racial and economic disparities that are manifested spatially across the city. Low income 
people and communities of color are more likely to live in areas with poor air quality, in regions with 
little green space, and along the Los Angeles River channel where urban flood risk may increase. 
This geography of differentiated risk is due to socioeconomic inequality caused by historic racial 
and economic injustices, such as discrimination in education, housing, employment, education, local 
political representation, and access to resources. Low income communities of color were historically 
excluded from neighborhoods with less environmental pollution, and still today in Long Beach, low 
income communities of color are concentrated in the portions of the city with the worst air quality 
and environmental health metrics. 

These structural inequalities not only increase the risks that people will suffer climate-related 
impacts, they also reduce their ability to cope with and respond to climate stressors. Low income 
residents are also more likely to live in housing with substandard insulation, inefficient air 
conditioning, or no air conditioning at all, and to be cost-burdened renters without alternative 
housing choices. As temperatures increase, they will need to spend more of their limited income on 
utility bills. Low income seniors and children with limited mobility are particularly at risk during heat 
waves. Flooding is more disruptive for low income residents, who are less likely to have low 
deductible insurance or emergency savings to cover the costs of repairs. 



Vulnerability Assessment: Sea Level Rise 2050
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Mitigation

Extreme Heat

Air Quality

Drought

Flooding

Sea Level Rise

Buildings

Transportation

Waste

Adaptation

EQUITY STRATEGY: Identify and implement ways to maximize cost savings and other water conservation 
benefits for low-income and drought-vulnerable communities. 
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SB 379 and SB 1000
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• SB 379 requires local 
governments to include 
climate adaptation and 
resiliency strategies, 
including a vulnerability 
assessment and 
implementation 
measures, in the Safety 
Element

• SB 1000 requires local 
governments to identify 
environmental justice 
communities and address 
environmental justice in 
their General Plans



Sector MT CO2e % of Total

Stationary Energy 1,377,291 49.20%

Transportation 1,244,981 44.48%

Waste 176,850 6.32%

Total 2,799,123 100.00%

Per Capita 6.0 --

GHG Inventory
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GHG Targets

GHG Reduction Targets

2030 GHG Target
3.04 MT CO2e/Service 
Population

Business as Usual Forecast 2,176,931 MT CO2e

Target Level 1,984,272 MT CO2e

GHG Reductions Needed 192,659 MT CO2e

2045 GHG Goal Net-carbon Neutrality

Business as Usual Forecast 1,513,047 MT CO2e

Target Level 0 MT CO2e

GHG Reductions Needed 1,513,047MT CO2e

2030 GHG ReductionTarget by Service Population

Business as Usual Target 3.34 MT CO2e

Emissions Target Level 3.04 MT CO2e

Reduction Needed 0.3 MT C02e

City Emissions Targets vs. Forecasts 2015-
2050

192,659
MT CO2e
equivalencies
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CAAP Implementation Chapter
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• Set up a governance structure that integrates climate action 
into operations and internal culture, public engagement & 
financial decision-making processes

• Dedicate staff to advance CAAP policies and programs

Governance

• Commit to demonstrating leadership  

• Ensure CAAP implementation benefits those most impacted by 
climate change such as through job creation 

• Collaborate with public agencies and community organizations

City Leadership

• Integrate mitigation and adaptation considerations in the 
allocation of existing funds, specifically through the annual 
budget process and Capital Improvement Program

• Pursue new funding sources and identify other financing 
mechanisms

Funding & 
Investment



CAAP Implementation – Development Services 

• Update plans, policies, and codes for 
consistency with CAAP adaptation and 
mitigation objectives and actions

• Monitor GHG emissions toward reduction 
target

• Streamline CEQA analysis of future 
development projects
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Current Safety Element Updates – Climate Adaptation & 
Resiliency

• Incorporate climate adaptation & resiliency and identify new information related to flood and 
fire hazards

• SB 1035 (2018) requires the Safety Element be reviewed and updated upon each revision of the Housing 
Element no less than once every eight years to address climate adaptation and resiliency and identify new 
information related to flood and fire hazards

• Establish a set of comprehensive goals, policies, and objectives for the protection of the 
community from the risks of flooding

• AB 162 (2007) requires the Safety Element to identify information regarding flood hazards and to 
establish a set of comprehensive goals, policies, and objectives for the protection of the community from 
the risks of flooding

• Include climate adaptation & resiliency strategies, including a vulnerability assessment and 
implementation measures

• SB 379 (2015) requires local governments to include climate adaptation and resiliency strategies, 
including a vulnerability assessment and implementation measures, in the Safety Element

• Establish evacuation routes
• AB 747 (2019) requires the Safety Element to be reviewed and updated as necessary to identify 

evacuation routes and their capacity, safety, and viability under a range of emergency scenarios

• SB 99 (2019) requires the Safety Element to be reviewed and updated to include information identifying 
residential developments in hazard areas that do not have at least two emergency evacuation routes
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Next Steps

• Preparing Subsequent Environmental Impact Report (EIR)

• Staff anticipates bringing the CAAP forward for adoption in 2021
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Thank you

Alison Spindler-Ruiz
Alison.Spindler-Ruiz@LongBeach.gov
(562) 570-6946

Jennifer Ly
Jennifer.Ly@LongBeach.gov
(562) 570-6368
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Since 2005, the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) has 
provided resources and direct technical assistance to local jurisdictions via 
the Sustainable Communities Program (SCP). 

The 2020/21 SCP provided local jurisdictions with three opportunities to 
access funding and resources to meet the needs of their communities, 
address recovery and resiliency strategies considering COVID-19, and support 
regional goals.

SCAG will release a fourth Call for Applications for programs and projects 
centered on Civic Engagement, Equity & Environmental Justice in Fall 2021.

SCP Overview



SCP Call 4 Goals + Objectives
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Eligible Project Types



SCP Call 4 Timeline*

July



Listening Sessions

https://scag.wufoo.com/forms/m2lqk191gchbij/?utm_source=SCAG+Community&utm_campaign=6261a678a5-UPDATE_2021_06_09&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_d8c0406cae-6261a678a5-
mailto:au@scag.ca.gov


Assistance and Trainings for EV Permit 
Streamlining
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CA ZEV Goals & EVCS Permit Streamlining
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Status of EVCS Permit Streamlining in Southern California

https://business.ca.gov/industries/zero-emission-vehicles/plug-in-readiness/


•

•

AB 1236 Training Opportunity!

mailto:CleanCities@scag.ca.gov


Thank You!

Questions?

CleanCities@scag.ca.gov



Upcoming Events

LARC Public Forum

Local Climate Adaptation 
in LA County

SCAG

Energy & Environment 
Committee

Questions?

adaptation@scag.ca.gov


